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LIHRAR^: 


THE.  RUIL.L  DISTRICT  OE  ST. AUSTELL 


Al'WAL  RSRORT  OE  IEDIC..L  CEEICER  OF  HTI.LTH, 


To  the  Chairman  end  Members  of  the 
St*Austell  Rural  District  council. 

Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

*  I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  once  again  the  'i.nnual  Report  for 
this  District. 

’7ar  conditions'  are  reflected  in  both  its  form  and  contents,  for 
many  desirable  . improvement s  in  housing  --nd  sanitary  conditions  are 
necessarily  in  nbcy-nce,  i  should  like  to  emphasize  avgain  the 
importance  of  7/ide-spread  inocul:^ticn  for  Diphtheria  and  in  f.act, 

I  think  that,  it_  should  be  made  compulsory  by  the  Government. 

The  general  health  of  the  District  has  been  good  and  there  has  been 
distinctly  less,  sickness  than  an  the  preceding  year.  The  death  rc3te 
is  also,  lower  and  the  infant  Mortality  Rate  has  fallen  considerably, 
considering  all  the  circunstances’ this  is'  very  satisfactory. 


t  am, 

Your  ohedient  servant, 


}  • 


I 


/ 
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RUR.'.L  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  REPORT 
N^'tur^.l  r.nd  .social  conditions  of  the  Area. 

4 

Area  (in  acres)  82,389* 
population  Tccnsus  1931)  20>464... 

Population  (estimated  mid~1941)  22,770* 

Number  df  inhabited  houses  1941  5^^43. 

Rateable  value  ,£71 » 335 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £318.  ..  . 

The  principal  industries  •  re  clay-mining  and  'griculture. 


There  has  been  consider 

cultiv ' t ion. 

able  increase  in  the  amount  of  land  under 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births. 

t 

■■ 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

136. 

12. 

F. 

120 

12 

Total  ) 

256 

24 

280  ] 

1  Birth  Rate  per  thousand  of 

1  the  population  12,2. 

\  England  &  v;,oles  14,2 

1  London  14,7 

Still  Births. 

1  Rate  per  IQOO  of  total  births 

1  (live  and  still)  69*7 

1  R’te  per  loOO  of  popula.tion  ,92 

1  England  &  w-ales  ,5l 

London  ,58 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

11. 

1. 

E. 

8. 

1. 

Total  1 

19 

_2  J 
21  ^ 

Deaths. 

K. 

126. 

y. 

130. 

Total  ) 

256  1 

1  crude  pe^th  R--.te  per  loOO  ‘Of 

1  population  11.2 

1  England  &  vales  12,9 

1  London  14,9 

Deaths  from  puerper-’l  sepsis  Nil. 

Deaths  from  puerper*-!  C''uscs  Nil. 

IN?.. NT 

iiort:* 

LITY  R.1TE  ( 

under  one  year). 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

6. 

1. 

E. 
6 . 
1. 

Total.  J 
12.  < 
2,  1 

14.  ' 

1  R'tc  per  loOO  live  births  50*0 

)  R'lte  for  England  &  V'‘-lcs  59*0 

>  Rate  for  London  71*0 

Deaths  from  Tfe.asles.  2* 

Deaths  from  TiThooping  Cough  1. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  1. 

INP.’iNTILE  TIORTLLITY. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  infantile  mortality  Rate  has 
dropped  once  more  to  the  sajne  figure  as  in  1939»  after  its  steep  rise 
in  1940  Pnd  compares  favourably  v/ith  that  registered  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.  Three-quarters  of  the  Deaths  were  due  to  either 
Premature  Birth  or  Congenital  conditions. 


THE.  CHISE  CLUSE3  OE  DE/xTH. 


Heart  Disease  56 
Cancer  35 
Bronchitis  21 
Cerebr''!  Haemorrhage  19 
Tuberculoses  (all  porms)  14 
Nephritis  9 
Diabetes  7 

pneumonia  6 

Suicide  5 
Road  -  Traffic  3 
Other  deaths  from  Accident  9 


1- 


Cancer  is  rigain  high  in  the  list  of  the  c-'^uses  of  Death  ancl  is 
responsible  for  13. of  total  deaths. 

CAU^S  OP  SICKNESS 


As  night  have  been  expected  after  the  heavy  incidence  of 
scarlet  pever  in  194-0 >  the  present  year  has  been  narked  by  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  reported^  viz.  13  cases  ^  none  of  v/hich 
was  fatal.  Five  cases  occurred  -^t  Gorran  and  the  rest  were  distributed 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  district. 

A  similar  decrc'^sc  has  taken  place  after  the  big  measles  epidemic 
when  ^Cl-  cases  v/ere  reported  in  194-0.  This  year  there  were  only  52  - 
2  deaths  took  pl'^ce.  of  these  cases  of  l^TeoBles  33  were  reported  from 
Gorr'^.n  Haven. 

■^hooping  Cough  has  been  f<airly  general  in  the  district,  87  cases 
having^een  reported  but  only  one  de^th  occurred,  4o  of  these  cases  were 
cat  St, Dennis. 

Diphtheria  a 

;  ‘i  '  '  f  ; 

Ho,  of  Notifications  23.  Deaths  6, 

Diphtheria  is  still  on  the  increase,  as  vaas  anticipated,  but  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  a  reception  area  the  increase  has  not  been 
as  serious  as'  it  night  have  proved.  During  194-1,  535  children  between 
the  ages  of  5  ‘"^-ud  15  years  have  been  inoculated  and  nany  more  not 
included  in  this  age  limit.  It  would  be  very  desircable  if  this 
immunization  were  made  compulsory  for  all  children  from  one  year  to 
fifteen  years  of  age.  The  isolation  Hospital  continues  to  be  ?.  great 
help  in  the  treatment  of  scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  22  cases  from 
the  Rural  District  have  been  treated  there  during  194-1  and  in  addition 
“^ll  cases  among  evacuees  in  the  District  '  re  sent  to  their  special 
hospital  at  Truro,  7  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  5  of  scarlet  pever  being 
sent  there  in  194-1,  in  addition  to  the  3  Ccrebro-Spinal  K^ningitis 
and  I  paratyphoid. 

Many  cases  of  Diphtheria  are  probably  due  to  infection  from 
persons,  v/ho,  while  not  suffering  from  the  disease  themselves,  are 
carriers  of  the  germ. 

Pneumonia.  v  1  '  . 

Nineteen  notifications  were  received,  de'^ths  6. 

Puerperal  v^yrexia, 

3  cases  were  notified  tut  there  v/ere  no  deaths. 

Erysipelas. 

2  cases  were  notified  but  neither  v/as  fatal. 


Qpthalmia  Neonatorum,  f 

2  cases  were  notified  and  both  did  well, 

’  I  ' 

Cerebro..Spin?.l  l^eningitis. 

3'  cases  Y/ere  reported  -  2  at  Gorran  Haven  and  1  at  summe r court , 

All  were  treated  at  the  Truro  isolation  Hospital  and  one  of  the  cases 
from  Gorran  Haven  y/c s  fatal, 

'  Typhoid,  (■Paratyphoid)  ‘  ■ 

'  I  t  ^  •  •  •  • 

1  case  of  paratyphoid  was  notified  from  st.Columb,  the  patient 
recovered. 


-  •?*2 


/ 


"?uTrcrculo"siSo  ; 

During  9  c»ses  v;ere  reported,  6  pulnonPry  nnd  3  Non-Palnonnry 

this  is  nn  inprovenent  on -Kst  yerr  where  12  new  cf^^ses  were  reported. 

The  totr.l  nuinher  of  deaths  fron  Tulcrculosis  was  14,  11  pulmonary  \nd 
3  l^on-pulnonary,  about  75^  of  these  had  teen  previ~iusly  notified. 

The  de^^th  rate  from  this  disease  is  about  5*5/J  of  the  total  number  of 
..de'^ths  in  the  are-’,  • 


Scabies. 

although  there  was  a  cert-' in  improvement  in  1941 »  sc-obies  was  still 
rather  prevalent  in  the  district.  The  hostel  at  Gastle-:.n-Dinas  was 
reserved  for  dealing '\Vith  these  erses, 

7o  0  d  -po  i  son  ing . 

.it  Poxhole,'  a  serious  case  of  food-poisoning  occurred  in  one 
f^'nily.  seven  nembers  of  the  household  v/ere  affected,  in  the  case  of 
the  youngest  with  fatal  results.  'Careful  investigation  took  place 
and  a  representative  from  the  irinistry  of  Health  'Assisted  in  the  inquiry. 
Suspected  tins  of  neat  v/ere  sent  to  Dr, nocking,  the  county  pathologist 
and  although  no  positive  result  v;as  obtained  there  seems  little  doubt 
that  the  infection  arose  from  some  organisms  contained  in  these  tins, 

Rr,ci5^TioN  07  rvAcur^.s. 

.'it  the  beginning  of  1941  there  v;c  re  1944  Unaccom.p'^nicd  children 
billeted  in  the'  district  and  968  Adults  and  children,  in  December  1941 
the  number  had  dropped  to  1268  Unaccompanied  children,  542  Adults  an'd 
children. 

During  the  year  34-2'?^  of  Unaccompanied  children  left  the  district, 
and  of  Adults  and  children. 

Their  supervision  has  entailed  a  considerable  amount  of  work  by 
the  Billeting  officer  and  his  helpers  not  only  in'  finding  the  original 
billets  but  removing  evacuees  where  circumstances  rendered  this  necessary 
or  desir-’ble.  The  additional  hostels  opened  during  the  previous  year 
at  Trewoon  •  nd  st. Dennis  proved  very  useful, 

VATtU  /vlUiLYSIS. 

The  following  samples  have  been  sent  for  analysis i- 
?!av/gan  porth. 


Trenance  Ssta.te  ’Tater  which  is  crusing  considerable  trouble  is 
frequently  analysed  v/ith  trying  results. 

St.^ievran  &  St. Stephens, 

Throe  analyses  were  made  during  the  year,  all  were  satisfactory, 

IP'SPECTIOIT. 

Owing  to  the  centralization  of  sl-^ughtcring  more  systematic 
inspections  are  being  made  during  the  year,  four  carcases  were 
condemned  for  tuberculosis  infection, 

.’U3UL.'J^"CU  FACILITIES. 

There  are  two  ambulances,  one  'for  infectious  diseases  and  one  for 
general  cases  which  serve  both  st, Austell  urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
The  voluntary  work  of  the  staff  is  most  praiseworthy  and  greatly 
appreciated  by  both  patients  and  doctors  in  the  area.  The  record  for 
1941  is  given  below: - 


■-3- 


patients  C^'rried 

Total  Mileage 

infectious 

57 

8548  miles 

Road  Accidents 

29 

Hospital  Sc  Sickness 

258 

344 

CLINIG^!  AND  TREATI'IENT  CEN-rRES. 

The  infant  'Telfatc  centre  and  orthopaedic  cliniciboth  of  which 
serve  the  urban  and  Rural  DistrictSf  are  still  carrying  on  their  excellent 
work*  in  addition  there  Fxre  Eye»  Throat  and  Bar  clinics  in  the  tov/n 
and  Dental  ones  in  the  vp.rious  schools; 


